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“The bed comprehends our whole life.” 
 -- Guy de Maupassant 

 
The cliché is that prostitution is the oldest profession. Isn't it time that the subject received a full reference treatment?  
 
This major 2-volume set is the first to treat in an inclusive reference what is usually considered a societal failing or 
the underside of sexuality and economic survival. The A-to-Z encyclopedia offers wide-ranging entries related to 
prostitution and the sex industry, past and present, worldwide and in the US. The narrative entries illuminate 
prostitution's impact on the arts, sexuality, social mores, popular culture, and more.  
 
This wide-ranging work is targeted to the general reader, who will gain useful insight into the human race through 
time. The introduction addresses the scope of prostitution from the earliest historical records. To help the reader 
find entries of interest, there are user-friendly lists, alphabetically and topically arranged, and a comprehensive 
index. A chronology proffers significant dates related to the topic. Each entry is signed, with suggestions for further 
reading. The 179 contributors and advisors to this project come from diverse geographical areas and fields of study. 
Distinguished contributors include Laura Agustín, Priscilla Alexander, Melynda Barnhart, Bruce Brandt, Catherine 
Davis, Jo Doezema, Jeffrey Escoffier, John Holmstrom, Bebe Loff, Laura McClure, Cheryl Overs, Randall Platt, 
Helen J. Self, Evgeny Steiner and Lana Thompson.  
 
Entries include Abolition; Actresses; Bible; Camp Followers; Child Prostitution; Clothing; Crime; Debby Doesn't Do 
It for Free; Dickens, Charles; Devadasi; Entrapment; Fallen Woman Trope; Feminism; Films, Cult; Five Points; Free 
Love; Geisha; Globalization; Guidebooks; Hip-Hop; HIV/AIDS and the Prostitution Rights Movement; Human 
Rights; Incest; Internet; Jack the Ripper; Kama Sutra; Lulu; Male Stripping; Mann Act; Mayhew, Henry; Memoirs; 
Migration and Mobility; Nazi Germany; Poetry; Purity Movements; R&R; Religion; Salvation Army; Scapegoating; 
Slang; Storyville; Temporary Marriage; Unions; Venice; Window Prostitution. 
 
About the editor: Melissa Ditmore has written about sex work, migration and trafficking for The Lancet and 
SIECUS Report. An international research consultant based in New York, Ditmore is a contributor to Trafficking and 
Prostitution Reconsidered (Paradigm, 2005), Affective Turn (Duke, forthcoming) and Women Across Borders (Black Rose, 
forthcoming.)  She is editor of the annual journal Research for Sex Work.  In 2003, she was principal investigator for 
"Revolving Door," the first report released by the Urban Justice Center's Sex Workers Project. She has spoken about 
prostitution, migration rights and research ethics at the United Nations, the International Conference on 
HIV/AIDS, Columbia University, Cornell University, Hong Kong City University and numerous academic and 
political conferences. 
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To arrange an interview with Dr. Ditmore, please contact nswp-us@raingod.com or call (001) 212-642-9696. 
 
For information about review copies, please send your letterhead request to:  
James Lingle, Greenwood Publishing Group, 88 Post Road West, Westport, CT 06881 USA 
 
Visit the Greenwood Press catalog:  
http://www.greenwood.com/catalog/GR2968.aspx 
 
International and telephone orders: 
http://www.greenwood.com/contactus/order_info.asp?SectionID=about&Location=order_info#UKEME  
 
About Greenwood Press:  
http://www.greenwood.com/about/company.asp 
 
Encyclopedia of Prostitution and Sex Work on Amazon.com: 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0313329680 
 
Visit our new website:  
http://www.encyclopediaofprostitution.com/ 


